500	THE ORIGINS OF THE WORLD WAR
of the British fleet and the discharge of reservists was going
on according to schedule, 'Tor the present, at least, Sir
E. Grey is not considering direct participation by England
in a possible European War." 40 But the Kaiser had not
followed the advice, and had ordered the German fleet to
return to its base at Kiel. Bethmann's optimism had been
strengthened by news that the Kaiser's brother, Prince
Henry, on a visit to England, had been assured by King
George on July 26: "We shall try all we can to keep out
of this, and shall remain neutral." But meanwhile the an-
nouncement on the 27th that the British fleet was not to be
dispersed made it doubtful whether King George's state-
ment could still be relied on. Prince Henry, who came to
Potsdam on the afternoon of July 29, was "convinced that
this statement was made in all seriousness/' and that Eng-
land would remain neutral at the start, but whether she
would do so permanently he doubted, "on account of her
relations with France."41
It was about 10:30 P.M. that Bethmann sent for
Goschen and "made the following strong bid for British
neutrality in the event of war/' Provided Great Britain
remained neutral, Germany was ready to give every assur-
ance that she aimed at no territorial acquisitions at the
expense of France in Europe, though she could give no
such assurance concerning the French colonies. Germany
would respect the neutrality of Holland, but as regards
Belgium, Bethmann "could not tell to what operations
Germany might be forced by the action of France, but
he could state that, provided that Belgium did not take sides
against Germany, her integrity would be respected at the
conclusion of the war," But he trusted that British neutral-
ity, in case of a war which might possibly arise from the
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